Since 1978, IMU has been supporting mathematics in developing countries through its Commission on Development and Exchanges (CDE) (http://www.ictp.it/~cde). CDE runs two programmes, one in support of individual research visits by mathematicians based in developing and economically disadvantaged countries, and the other offering partial support to conferences organized in developing and economically disadvantaged countries. CDE also accepts applications for partial support for conferences in 'developed' countries under two conditions. First, the support sought must be used for the participation of mathematicians from developing countries, and, secondly, the organizers must demonstrate the availability of matching funds for the same purpose. Due to CDE's limited budget (approx. US$ 45,000 per annum), research visit support is currently av- Among its principal activities in the two-anda-half years since its inception, the Developing Countries Strategy Group is supporting CIMPA's work towards the rebuilding of the mathematical infrastructure in Cambodia, and is supporting the work of the African Mathematics Millennium Science Initiative (AMMSI) towards the enhancement of mathematics and mathematics education in sub-Saharan Africa. In the latter area, DCSG, in collaboration with ICMS, LMS and AMMSI itself, has taken an active role in a pilot project of mentoring partnerships between British mathematicians and sub-Saharan African mathematics departments. The project is funded by Britain's prestigious Nuffield Foundation and Leverhulme Trust. At the time of writing, three such partnerships have been established, one in Cameroon, one in Ethiopia and the third in Ghana, and work is underway for the establishment of further partnerships in the immediate future. In the same spirit as the above projects, and, again, coordinated through DCSG, the U.S. National Committee on Mathematics is supporting lectureship/mentoring visits to the Republic of Benin and to Senegal by a senior U.S. mathematician in early 2007.
DCSG has also assisted in the establishment of ICTP's Ramanujan Prize, awarded each year for outstanding mathematical research carried out in the developing world by mathematicians based there.
DCSG also attempts to fill a role as "clearinghouse" for the activities of individual countries and mathematics societies in support of mathematicians in the developing world. This role enhances the effects of those individual initiatives, and ensures that they complement and reinforce each other. One of DCSG's activities in this context was the facilitation of participation of mathematicians from the developing world in the 75th anniversary conference of the Chinese Mathematical Society in 2005.
DCSG is also charged with co-ordinating IMU's programme of travel grants for the participation of mathematicians from developing and economically disadvantaged countries in the quadrennial International Congress of Mathematicians. For ICM 2006, DCSG was successful in leveraging additional funds from other sources to increase developing and economically disadvantaged country participation.
The future
IMU's outgoing Executive Committee is proposing to the incoming Executive Committee the merging of CDE and DCSG into one IMU body for mathematics and mathematics education in the developing world, the Commission for Developing Countries (CDC). CDC would be charged with managing IMU's grants programmes (individual research travel, conference support and ICM travel grants) and Special Development Fund, as well as fundraising to increase resources for mathematical development. CDC would also be asked to serve as a web-based clearinghouse for mathematics and mathematics education programmes and projects in the developing world, and to leverage the work of exisiting projects and programmes in support of mathematics and mathematics education and facilitate cooperation between groups engaged in those projects and programmes. CDC would, furthermore, be asked to generate and publicize opportunities for networking, to foster programs of mentoring and short-or long(er)-term teaching in developing countries, to cooperate in the administration and management of development projects in mathematics and mathematics education, and to advise foundations, governments and non-governmental organizations on development issues in mathematics and mathematics education. Finally, CDC will cooperate with ICMI in projects in mathematics education. Indeed, the link between pre-university mathematics education and advanced mathematics instruction is often closer in the developing world than elsewhere.
It is proposed that CDC have six elected members (with regional representation), one of whom to be designated as President, one as Secretary for Policy, and one as Secretary for Grant Selection. In addition to the six members elected by the IMU General Assembly, three additional members would be appointed by the IMU Executive Committee. Regional and international organizations, as well as international and national mathematical societies with shared interests would be invited to name associate members to CDC to contribute to its work and represent their organizations' interests. CDC would also contain a Grant Selection Subcommittee of eight members, which would be chaired by the Secretary for Grant Selection. CDC will encourage proposals and receive appeals for targeted support from mathematical organizations or individual mathematicians in the developing world. Pending a positive outcome of initial vetting, CDC will try to help locate funding and logistical support for the enterprise. Two such projects for which financial support is currently being sought by DCSG are a 2008 biomathematics graduate workshop and teacher programme in Uganda, and a similar 2010 initiative in Indo-China. The possibility of IMU projects of greater size and scope than the traditional involvement of IMU in the developing world hinges largely on IMU's ability to raise funding for these enterprises and to effect partnerships with other organizations. Readers from the mathematical community are urged to join this search for shared purpose in the service of mathematics with our colleagues and friends in the developing world. Help can take many forms, be it financial or by contributing one's own professional expertise. 
